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Weather 


8 A.M.: 67° 
2 P.M.: 79° 
5 BM.: 73° 
CHANCE OF RAIN: 70% 
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News Now 


LOCAL & STATE 

© GROVELAND’S CITY 
COUNCIL removes the 
town’s mayor on the 
grounds that being a 
convicted drug dealer 
made him ineligible to 
hold office. B1 


© A $3 MILLION 
DONATION from the 
Harvey and Carol Mas- 
sey Foundation will help 
“close the $14 million 
gap” needed to complete 
Orlando’s Dr. Phillips 
Center for the Perform- 
ing Arts. B2 


NATION & WORLD 

© THE TRUMP admin- 
istration clears the way 
for states to impose 
work requirements on 
many Americans who 
depend on Medicaid, the 
government health 
insurance program for 
the poor. A3 


@ ECUADOR GRANTS 
citizenship to Wiki- 
Leaks founder Julian 
Assange after more than 
five years of him living 
in asylum at the nation’s 
embassy in London. A4 


@ PRESIDENT DONALD 
TRUMP publicly contra- 
dicts a major policy 
position of his adminis- 
tration — the second 
time he does so ina 
week in which the 
White House has sought 
to beat back questions 
about his stability. A4 


BUSINESS 


SCOTT OLSON/GETTY IMAGES 
@ ON THE SAME day 
that parent company 
Wal-Mart announces it 
will increase starting 
wages, it is revealed that 
the Sam’s Club store in 
Fern Park is closing. A8 


SPORTS 

@ As THE MAGIC face 
the Wizards, consider: 
Getting a high lottery 
pick might be the only 
way to salvage this 
season. Cl 


TOP STORY 


Trump degrades nations 


Report: President disparages Haitians, Africans as he rips immigration plan 


By Lisa MASCARO 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — As he re- 
jected a bipartisan compromise to 
resolve the standoff over so-called 
Dreamers, President Donald 
Trump asked participants in an 
Oval Office meeting Thursday 
why the United States should ac- 


cept immigrants from “shithole 
countries” in Africa, Central 
America and the Caribbean, ac- 
cording to two people briefed on 
the meeting. 

“What do we want Haitians 
here for?” the president asked, ac- 
cording to the people briefed. 
“Why do we want all these people 
from Africa here? Why do we 


want all these people from shit- 
hole countries?” 

The president added: “We 
should have people from places 
like Norway.” 

Asked about the president’s 
slur, the White House did not 
deny it but issued a statement say- 
ing Trump would “always fight for 
the American people.” 


While cruder and blunter than 
his past statements in public, the 
president’s newest comments 
were in keeping with his long- 
standing position that the United 
States should shift its immigration 
policy away from poorer, devel- 
oping countries and focus 


Please turn to TRUMP, A7 
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Don Marshall moved with his wife, Mae, into Habitat for Humanity of Lake-Sumter’s Veterans Village. 


VETS GET AFFORDABLE HOMES 


Habitat for Humanity’s Veterans Village. 

Averaging about $110,000, the idyllic, porch-front 
homes are aimed at providing quality affordable 
housing to low-income veterans and their widows in 
Lake and Sumter counties, where 45,000 military 


By JASON RUITER | Staff Writer 


UMATILLA — Military veteran Don Marshall, 76, 
lived with his wife, Mae, for 14 years in an RV in this 


Lake County city. 


‘Tve paid $47,000 over the years into the camp- 
ground,” said Marshall, a retired railroad car builder 
who was drafted into the Army during the Vietnam 
War. “They'd raise the rent, and there’s nothing you 
can do about it. Now, I’m paying to own.” 


402 | 


veterans reside. 


The couple recently moved into an 1100- 


square-foot cottage, one of 14 in the Lake-Sumter 


But even as Habitat helps veterans become home- 
owners in the community off State Road 19, a state 
task force is recommending that more public dollars 
be put instead toward rentals for the thou- 
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Apopka gunmaker criticized for antifa ad 


By KYLE ARNOLD 
Staff Writer 


An Apopka gunmaker is 
fighting off criticism for a “Not 
Today Antifa” ad it posted on- 
line that some say threatens li- 
beral protesters. 

The ad posted Monday night 
on Facebook from Spike’s Tacti- 
cal shows four men with bullet- 


proof vests and holding semi- 
automatic rifles, staring down a 
group of black-masked men 
raising fists and crowbars while 
fires rage in the background. 

It reads “Berkeley, Portland, 
Charlottesville, Boston” and 
“Not Today Antifa.” Those cit- 
ies were the sites of high-profile 
demonstrations from white su- 
premacist groups. Antifa is 


short for anti-facist and is the 
term coined for a particularly 
vocal minority of counter-pro- 
testers. 

In a statement Wednesday, 
Spike’s said the ad is “pro- 
American” and doesn’t pro- 
mote violence against pro- 
testers. The ad was posted to 
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Lawmakers 


propose bill 


to fight sex 
trafficking 


4,548 ‘high’ probability 
cases reported in Florida 


By ANTHONY MAN 
Staff Writer 


Every year, an unknown num- 
ber of foreign guest workers in 
Florida and the rest of the nation 
disappear into the worlds of sex- 
ual slavery and domestic servi- 
tude. 

A broad coalition of liberal 
Democrats and conservative Re- 
publicans, in both the U.S. Sen- 
ate and House, said Thursday 
their proposed Visa Transpar- 
ency Anti-Trafficking Act would 
help solve the problem by pro- 
viding much more information 
to law enforcement and victim 
advocates. 

“Human trafficking is our so- 
ciety’s modern-day slavery, and 
unfortunately, is one of the most 
profitable criminal enterprises 
in the world,” said U.S. Rep. Lois 
Frankel, a Palm Beach County 
Democrat. 

Of the 38,304 cases reported 
to the National Human Traffick- 
ing Hotline since 2007 and as- 
sessed as “high” probability of 
actual trafficking, 4,548 came 
from Florida. 

Data from Polaris, an organi- 
zation that combats modern 
slavery and is named after the 
North Star that guided slaves to 
freedom in the U.S., shows a 
steady increase in Florida re- 
ports. 

For the first six months of 
2017, its hotline received reports 
of 329 Florida trafficking cases 
and a total of 878 phone calls, 
emails and online reports refer- 
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E Florida Legislature ad- 
dresses top-priority bills, Bi 


Music celebrates the life and legacy of Martin Luther King 


By MATTHEW J. PALM 
Staff Writer 


Moments before he was assassi- 
nated April 4, 1968, on the balcony 
ofa Memphis hotel, the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr. was thinking about 


“Take My Hand, Precious Lord.” 

The civil-rights leader so loved 
the gospel song, accounts say, that 
he was arranging to have it played at 
an upcoming church service. In- 
stead Mahalia Jackson sang it days 
later at his funeral. 


As Central Florida and the rest of 
the nation remember King this 
month, music is at the forefront of 
celebrating his life and legacy. 

“It’s a language of the soul and 
spirit,” said Rudolph C. Cleare, head 
of the “Negro Spiritual” Scholarship 


Foundation in Orlando. “Music has 
a magnified power to penetrate the 
human consciousness.” 

Among local arts-driven King 
events are Orlando's “City of Hope” 


Please turn to MUSIC, A2 


Voices & Opinion 


@ MATTHEW J. PALM: Garden Theatre adds ‘Xanadw’ to season. A2 


What To Do Today 


ACTION! 


© THE FRONT BURNER: Who should control Florida trees? A10 

@ NATIONAL VIEW: Politicians ignore Puerto Rico at their peril. AN 
@ ASK Amy: Daughter wants to get over childhood humiliation. B5 
@ GEORGE Diaz: Everyone’s favorite piñata, Bortles, keeps cool. C1 


In the Calendar section, get a behind-the-scenes look at the actors in 
the latest Marvel Universe Live stunt show, hitting Amway Center this 
weekend. Then check out reviews for “The Commuter” “The Post? “I, 
Tonya” and more coming to screens across Central Florida. Plus, find 
the Orlando Philharmonic’s latest, event listings and more. INSIDE 
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